
Befo re  t h e  Board o f  Z o n i n g  A d j u s t m e n t ,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - Februa ry  1 2 ,  1969 

Appeal No. 9869 D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia Government ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

The Zoning A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia,  a p p e l l e e .  

O n  mot ion d u l y  made, seconded  and unanimous ly  c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Orde r  was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  mee t ing  of  t h e  Board 
on Feb rua ry  1 2 ,  1969.  

O R D E R E D :  

Tha t  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  community 
c e n t e r  a t  545 - 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  S.E. ,  l o t  800 ,  S q u a r e  877 ,  be 
d e n i e d  r e h e a r i n g  o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

FINDINGS O F  FACT:  

1 .  The s u b j e c t  appea l  was h e a r d  by t h e  Board of  
Zoning Ad jus tmen t  a t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  on J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1969 ,  
and s u b s e q u e n t l y  d e n i e d  i n  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  by t h e  Board 
on J a n u a r y  21 ,  1969.  

2 .  A p p e l l a n t  r e q u e s t s  r e h e a r i n g  a n d / o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

OPINION: 

I t  i s  t h e  o p i n i o n  of  t h i s  Board t h a t  no new e v i d e n c e  
c o u l d  be p r e s e n t e d  which was n o t  o r  c o u l d  n o t  have been 
p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  unde r  t h e  s u b j e c t  
a p p e a l .  The Board has  r ev i ewed  a l l  f a c t s  p r e s e n t e d  and 
a f f i r m s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  O r d e r .  

Rehea r ing  a n d / o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a r e  h e r e w i t h  d e n i e d .  

BY O R D E R  O F  THE D . C .  B O A R D  O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED: 

By: 

S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Board 



B e f o r e  t h e  Board o f  Zoning  A d j u s t m e n t ,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1969 

Appeal No. 9869 D . C .  Government ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

The Zoning  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia ,  a p p e l  l e e .  

O n  mo t ion  d u l y  made, s e c o n d e d  and unan imous ly  c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  O r d e r  was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Board 
on J a n u a r y  21 ,  1969 .  

O R D E R E D :  

T h a t  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  Community 
C e n t e r  a t  545 - 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  S . E . ,  l o t  8 0 0 ,  S q u a r e  8 7 7 ,  be 
d e n i e d .  

FINDINGS O F  FACT: 

1 .  S u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The p r o p e r t y  i s  improved  w i t h  a  2 - s t o r y  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  known a s  t h e  F rench  S c h o o l .  

3 .  I t  i s  p r o p o s e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  Community C e n t e r  
c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e r v i c e s :  

a .  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  program i n v o l v i n g  c a r p e n t e r y ,  
c e r a m i c s ,  s c u l p t u r e ,  d r a w i n g ,  a r t ,  g r a p h i c s ,  f i n e  a r t s ,  
c l a y  m o d e l l i n g ,  m u s i c ,  d a n c e  and drama.  

b .  R e c r e a t i o n - p h y s i  c a l  f i t n e s s  p rogram which 
c o n t e m p l a t e s  a  f u l l  - s c a l e  r e c r e a t i o n  and p h y s i c a l  f i t -  
n e s s  p rogram and v a r i o u s  s p o r t s  s u c h  a s  s o f t b a l l ,  
b a s k e t b a l l ,  t r a c k  and f i e l d ,  b o x i n g ,  w r e s t l i n g ,  and 
k a r a t e .  

c .  " B i g  B r o t h e r "  p rogram.  

d .  Community day c a r e  s e r v i c e  f o r  work ing  m o t h e r s .  
This program i s  t o  o f f e r  n u r s i n g  s e r v i c e ,  baby s i t t e r s ,  
and a  p r e - s c h o o l  n u r s e r y  w i t h  t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l .  

e .  Ne ighborhood  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  a f f o r d  f r e e  l e g a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  and g u i d a n c e  t o  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s .  

f .  I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c e n t e r  w i l l  i n s t i t u t e  
a  p rogram i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t e  
whereby p a i n t i n g s  and o t h e r  o b j e c t s  o f  a r t  a r e  l e n t  f o r  
e x h i b i t i o n .  



Appeal No. 9869 

g. Employment s e r v i c e s .  The c e n t e r  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  
a  c e n t r a l  f i l e  and l i s t i n g  of job  a v a i l a b i l i t i e s  th roughou t  
t h e  c i t y  f o r  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s .  In a d d i t i o n  i t  w i l l  g i v e  
employment c o u n s e l l i n g  and w i l l  a c t i v e l y  s o l i c i t  oppor-  
t u n i t i e s  f o r  employment. 

h .  An  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  of t h e  c e n t e r  w i l l  be i t s  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  f o r  use  a s  a  meet ing  s i t e  f o r  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  
f o r  t h e i r  l o c a l  c l u b s ,  e t c .  

4 .  The proposed  s t a f f  w i l l  be of two t y p e s :  

a .  Pa id  p r o f e s s i o n a l ;  f u l l  t ime and p a r t  t i m e .  

b .  Vol u n t e e r  personnel  ; p r o f e s s i o n a l  and o t h e r .  

5. The f u l l  t ime s t a f f  w i l l  c o n s i s t  of t h e  D i r e c t o r ,  
a  c o - d i r e c t o r  f o r  employment development ,  s i x  community 
workers  who w i l l  a l s o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on employment development  
and t r a i n i n g ,  15  community workers  t o  s u p e r v i s e  and o v e r s e e  
t h e  o t h e r  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  c e n t e r ' s  program, a  s e c r e t a r y  and 
a  bookeeper .  

6 .  I t  i s  con templa ted  t h a t  t h e  c e n t e r  w i l l  have 25 
v o l u n t e e r  community worke r s ;  5  p e r s o n s  p e r  n i g h t ,  7 days a  
week f o r  an e s t i m a t e d  25 weeks. 

7 .  V o l u n t e e r  t e a c h i n g  pe r sonne l  w i l l  c o n s i s t  of  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  40 p e r s o n s ;  10 pe r sons  p e r  n i g h t ,  6 n i g h t s  
p e r  week f o r  an e s t i m a t e d  25 weeks. 

8 .  The job  development  program w i l l  have 1 5  v o l u n t e e r s  
wi th  3 s t u d e n t s  f o r  each v o l u n t e e r .  The t o t a l  amount of 
v o l u n t e e r s  - 90. 

9 .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  of  d e s i g n i n g ,  
r e m o d e l l i n g ,  and r e s t o r i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  b u i l d i n g  s o  a s  t o  
comply wi th  a p p l i c a b l e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia B u i l d i n g  Code 
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  w i l l  be $85,000.  The o p e r a t i n g  expenses  of t h e  
proposed c e n t e r  a r e  e s t i m a t e d  a t  $73 ,290.  

10 .  The a r e a  which t h e  proposed  c e n t e r  w i l l  s e r v e  i s  
rough ly  e s t i m a t e d  t o  be an a r e a  bounded on t h e  n o r t h  by 
Pennsy lvan ia  Avenue, on t h e  wes t  by North C a r o l i n a  Avenue 
and F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  and on t h e  s o u t h  and e a s t  by t h e  Washington 
Navy Yard and t h e  A n a c o s t i a  R i v e r .  The a r e a  of p a r t i c u l a r  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  w i l l  be t h e  p u b l i c  hous ing  f a c i l i t i e s  which 
a r e  l o c a t e d  s o u t h  of  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  proposed French 
School c e n t e r .  
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11.  The a p p e l l a n t  i s  unab le  t o  p rov ide  pa rk ing  a s  i s  
r e q u i r e d  under  S e c t i o n  7202 of  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  

1 2 .  All s t a t i s t i c s  quoted  by a p p e l l a n t  a r e  t aken  from 
t h e  1960 U.S. Census Repor t .  

13.  Oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  appeal  was 
r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  

OPINION: 

I t  i s  o u r  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  proposed use  i s  a  community 
s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  a s  t h a t  te rm i s  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  Zoning 
R e g u l a t i o n s  and i s  s o  l o c a t e d  and t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e r e i n  
w i l l  be such t h a t  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  
a d j o i n i n g  and nearby p r o p e r t y  because  of  n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c  
and o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  We a r e  f u r t h e r  of  t h e  
o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  such t h a t  t h e  
s u b j e c t  premises  a r e  n o t  r e a s o n a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  and c o n v e n i e n t  
t o  t h e  neighborhood which i t  proposes  t o  s e r v e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h e  appeal  i s  d e n i e d .  

BY O R D E R  OF T H E  D . C .  B O A R D  O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 


